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I therefore conveyed its substance to Admiral Toyoda so that he
might know exactly what the Acting Secretary had said to Admiral
Nomura. The Minister for Foreign Affairs was particularly anxious
to ascertain the exact words in which the Acting Secretary said
he could not see that any basis now remained for continuing the
Washington conversations. The Minister asked me to interpret
the Acting Secretary's statement. I told him we could only accept
the statement at its face value. The Minister gave obvious indications
of being profoundly concerned at the rupture of the Washington
conversations. As I have ground for believing that the Emperor had
received him just before our interview, it seems to me likely that he
was reflecting the concern of the Emperor.
Admiral Toyoda told me that he particularly regretted the Acting
Secretary's remark to the Japanese Ambassador regarding German
pressure on the French Government, and told me that the Japanese
negotiations with the French Government, in regard to Indo-China
had been carried on without any pressure from any outside source.
As with the British Ambassador, Admiral Toyoda endeavoured to
draw a comparison between Japanese action towards Indo-China and
the measures undertaken by England in Syria, but in reply I em-
phasized the complete dissimilarity of the two cases.
Admiral Toyoda continually reiterated the view that the present
deplorable situation between the United States and Japan was due
solely to a misunderstanding on the part of the United States of
Japan's real purposes, to which I replied that Japanese officials and
the Japanese press had exploited this entirely unfounded allegation
ad nauseam for many years. I recapitulated a number of bitter lessons
which we had learned from experience as a result of the assurances
and promises of previous Japanese governments in regard to the true
aims of Japan. I made it clear why finally it had become impossible
for the Government and the people of the United States to give
credence to Japanese pledges and explanations of Japan's " true
intentions.*'
The Minister inquired with every indication of concern whether
the United States Government intended to adopt further retaliatory
measures in addition to the freezing of Japanese assets in the United
States, to which I replied that I had received no information in the
premises.
Admiral Toyoda told me that he had hardly slept at all during
recent nights. He appeared greatly discouraged at the turn of events
and especially distressed that the present situation should have .arisen
at the very time of his assumption of the post of Minister for Foreign
Affairs. I reviewed in detail my endeavours over many years, with
particular reference to my efforts with the Yonai cabinet, to place
Japanese-American relations on a sound and enduring basis and
referred in this connection to Admiral Nomura's work in that direction
in Washington recently.
After stating that I was reluctant to end our talk in an atmosphere

